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SUBJECT: TALK WITH ANNEMARIE LORENTZEN, MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

1 . IN MY MEETING WITH NORWAY'S CONSUMER AND ADMINISTRATION MINISTER, 
ANNEMARIE LORENTZEN AND HER PERMAMENT UNDERSECRETARY ON AUGUST 12, 
SHE EXPRESSED A LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF AMERICAN PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENT 
ACTIVITY IN CONSUMER PROTECTION. SHE WOULD WELCOME AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
DISCUSS THIS GENERAL TOPIC WITH AN APPROPRIATE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL. 

2. 1 UNDERSTAND THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NADER ORGANIZATION HAVE 
MET WITH GON OFFICIALS. MINISTER LORENTZEN DID NOT MENTION THE 
FACT OR SUBSTANCE OF SUCH A MEETING BUT DID ASK FOR MY VIEWS ON 
NADER'S CREDIBILITY AND EFFECTIVENESS. 

3. MRS. LORENTZEN WAS HERSELF SOMEWHAT CRITICAL OF NORWEGIAN 
PRODUCT STANDARDS (E.G. FOR AUTOS) AS WAS HER UNDERSECRETARY. 

THE UNDERSECRETARY MADE THE POINT THAT EXCESSIVE BUREAUCRACY AND 
UNREALISTIC PRODUCT TESTS ACTED AS A TRADE RESTRAINT. HE AND THE 
MINISTER AGREED THAT SUCH RESTRAINTS TENDED TO PREVENT NORWEGIANS 
FROM ENJOYING LOW COST/HIGH QUALITY AMERICAN GOODS WHICH MET 
ADEQUATE BUT DIFFERENT SAFETY STAND ARDS-U.S. PRODUCTS FOR 
WHICH THE NORWEGIAN MARKET WAS NOT LARGE ENOUGH TO INDUCE 
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4. DISCUSSION/ BRIEFING BY U.S. OFFICIAL INVOLVED IN CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS WOULD BE USEFUL IN FURTHERING THE POSITIVE VIEW OF U.S. 

HELD BY MINISTER LORENTZEN. ADDITIONALLY, COOPERATION AND 
COORDINATION OF PRODUCT SAFETY STANDARDS MANY WORK TO INCREASE 
EXPORT OF U.S. PRODUCTS TO NORWAY. I WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF THE 
MINISTER'S INTEREST WERE BORNE IN MIND WHENEVER TRAVEL BY SUCH 
AN OFFICIAL MIGHT MAKE MEETING IN OSLO POSSIBLE. 

ANDERS 
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